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20+1 Jahr Fliichtlinge in Brandenburg

When the first refugees were »placed« in the new state of
Brandenburg, an all-German racist campaign with the slogan >The
boat is fullc was already in full swing. In 1991, about 6,000 refu-
gees arrived in Brandenburg and in 1992 the number was already
12,000. The Landkreise were not at all prepared to provide housing
or any other support for the refugees. Most of them were >placed«
in buildings that the Fllchtlingsrat later denounced as >jungle
camps«. Refugees were not allowed to leave their assigned Land-
kreise and their children were denied schooling. Since 1993, they
did not receive any cash allowance, only food from specially es-
tablished warehouses. From the very beginning, local residents in
many places tried to support the newcomers. But the general at-
titude of the people was skeptical or even hostile. Refugee camps
and individual refugees were attacked, also in Brandenburg.

Over the last twenty years, things have changed. Europe closed its
doors to refugees: By the end of 2010, only 3200 asylum seekers
and >Geduldete« were living in Brandenburg. Many »>jungle camps¢
have been closed for lack of occupants. After a long struggle, the
»Residenzpflicht« for most refugees was extended to Brandenburg
and Berlin since mid-2010. The warehouse supply system had been
replaced by the still discriminatory vouchers. In the meantime

these vouchers were also discarded in most Landkreise. At present,
only three Landkreise maintain a voucher system. Hartefallregelung
and Kirchenasyl have successfully prevented deportation in several
individual cases.

Although the federal government decides on the refugee policy, the
localities influence how the policy is implemented. Therefore, the
improvements in the living conditions of the refugees were and are
always the results of the courageous commitments of a variety of
initiatives, associations and refugee organizations. Their actions and
perseverance have a decisive influence on the lives of refugees in
Brandenburg.

Even though there have been some improvements, much remains
the same and the time for vision is not over. »21 years of refugees in
Brandenburgc¢is a good occasion to remind ourselves what has been
achieved and to think about what still needs to be done. It is also
an occasion to renew old contacts, establish new ones and make
future plans.

- Please make your registration by 15. August 2012 -

The conference is sponsered by Sebastian-Cobler-Stiftung, Solidaritats-
fonds of Hans-Bockler-Stiftung, Heidehof-Stiftung, the Integrations-
beauftragte Land Brandenburg and Brandenburger Landeszentrale fiir

Politische Bildung.
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